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THE USE OF FOLKLORE AND OTHERr- MATERIALS IN THE MOTIVATION OR
PRESENTATION OF A LESSON

I. Tenses By Elvira Adorno

0NE OF the tasks tnat takes up so much of our time is to com-
pose or find suitable examples for a point we wish to presentCD in a lesson, whether it be one on grammar, dictation, aural cm-

prehension, cultural material, pronunciation or composition. Some
of us have found that there is a wealth of excellent 11 Aerial for
this purpose in a nation's folklore, such as: riddles, passerotti,
filastrocche, songs, tongue-twisters, rebuses, epigrams, mottoes,
which illustrate effectively and succinctly the point we wish to
teac::. For example, it is time to teach a class the imperfect tense.
It can be led up to slowly by means of the following material which
can be used in dictation, for memory work, for aural comprehen-
sion, for reading, for games, for topics in composition work, in
fact, for anything one wishes:

Indovinello: Trottolin ebe trottolava,
items gambe e pur enclave,
senza seders e purse...eva,
come dtamlne (atm?

ill gomItolo1

r

Proverble: Nona PI4 11 tempo
ebe Berta Nave.

(rbo good old times are gone forever).
Neale: WS pleats. Su' tool runt

St posarano gli ume111,
Per dormlre e par canter.
Sotto l'ombre del togllarol
Avevan tregua I Paslore111.
Per suonar a

tenetullc al euo banco dl ecuele. R. Avail 1
Centone Marla lavers, 0Iuseppe 'tenders
o Poesla: II bimbo plangeva ebe tame eel avers.

DO tette Cho date, del pan non ne ho.
Ste' title, Bambino, ebe 11 culler&

The above are a few samples of the typc of folklore material
that can be used in preparittion for the mina) teaching later on
of the imperfect tense. When these ht re been learned thoroughly,
then It would be advisable to present the new tense, its forms and
uses. When a student stumbles or forgets, one can refresh his
temor by starting off a riddle. proverb or poem he has learned.

1St it 10111111(11 01 RIM MVO a Wttlill
011(1 os 11001101

111% 10011111 sat Nil BMWS HAM IS WPv11 AON tel
ti1lX41 N N44111111011 OMNI II. +081101 Pa IN 01 010

N 001 littlWell tentut WO 0/
RION N WU.
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IT. Vocabulary Building
a. Months

This source of folklore material lends itself to any sort of les-
son. To present a lesson on vocabulary building, such as the
teaching of the names of the months, the following can be used:

Filastrocca: Gennalo e Febbralo,
tienti al pollato;

Marts e Apri le,
capretto gentile;

Maggio e Giugno,
erbetto col grugno;

Lugilo e Agosto,
plot:Ion! arroeto;

Settembre e Ottobre,
buone tepri col wore;

Novembre a Dicembie,
buon vitel sempre.

Proverb!: Gennalo tappatore
febbraio potatorel
Se marto non marieggla
giugno non festeggia.
Tinca di msagio
e leccio di settembre.
Se maggio b ruggthoso
I'uomo 6 uggioso.

Medi di dire: Vendere 11 sole di luglio
(Vendere una cote cbc nbbonda)

Cercare Is more di tenni&
(to go on a wild goose chalet

Aspettare cbe venga maul°
(Aspettare II bet tempo)

b. Quanto ne sapete della natural
Fora more advaveed language class or for a club period, the

following type of quiz is stimulating. To prepare for it, the group
studies the names of shade and fruit trees in both English and
the foreign language. With youngsters it is better to prepare
them by asking them to bring in a list of the English names of
ten or fitteiT trees. The next day, the students (particularly If
they are city bred) will tell you privately that they cannot name
s) many trees. Result : the next few lessons are devoted to nature
study. Both students and teacher bring in all types of retina
on trees, leaves, finks, nuts, bark, blooms, plants.

The following week, as a means of review, idioms and proverbs
using the names of trees and fruits are presrritxl in connected pas-
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sages which are used in various ways: for dictation, comprehension,
translation, question and answer, composition ideas.

At the end of the second week the quiz cited below climaxes the
whole unit. Have fun! After the quiz, it is understood that the
students will turn the tables on the professor and quiz him on the
whys and wherefores of mottoes and idiomatic expressions such
as these:

Qual albero di frutto deriva II suo nomo da una eltli persiana
mata Susar

Quit albero 0 originarlo della Persia e at chianti anehe it persicor
Indovinello: urea aeppa letterale.

Dentro un albero ttorlto
the da fruito 'spoilt%
consonante rd catch
ed In ticollo ci math.'

Qual albero e detto 'Ribero del morn" e et adopera nel citniterir
Nel legno di qual albero punevano g11 Egist le mummier
11 fico d'Adamo 6 un altro nome per l'albero del .
Quit albero planger
Con la patients e col tempo la foglia di the coos diventa 'este di sets?'
Per death-ere the is eicogna ci regge ritta copra un plede solo el

paragons. ad an albero di frutto. Quote?.
Quando una persona donne c. tetto drItto drill° at patagona ad un

albero."
Un'altra maniere. di esprimere ('Idea, "I flail somigliano al padri"

6
Ole toss create da piccolo :temente:
A qua) albero d Parente un certo rinomato buratttno?"
Sapete the cora signifies Pespresslon "largo come una pins verde?"14
Quando el dice, "tremare come una foglia a qual albero al riferisce
Qual albero 6 chlatnatc col nome d'un paeee?
Come el chiama l'altero the ha to stem tome del poets, the &crime

La Gersto1eMse Lihera taro
Quite fruits 4 an personages In Nhotehlors
Tent! color' henno nome d'albert. Quail sonotw
Quando at dome cilia pulls, at diee the at central& una certa frutta.

guide earebbot
In Ingle** abbiAlMO un'espreastone deserittiva "to go on a wild goose

chase" the vuol dire far tins tree Indite. Come at dice In itatianork
Le Illepoete a "Quanto ne mote della nature?"

1. 11 mine L. at pero, dice "la cicogna is pero."
S. H peso* 10. 81 dice the °donne come an ploppo."
S. II mete eJ H merto 11. 11 proterbio: Le avert* non fanno lima&
4. 11 elpreaso 1!. 11 proverbio: Alto querce ereseono da piccolo
4. 11 simmer° eote..
4. (11) banano 13. Al pins. Pinocchio signifies II "time del
t. II sallee pine'.
B. 11 gets* 14. Signifies the is persons * taccagno, avaro.
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16. Si riferisce alla foglia del tremolo, the ha and nomi come 11 tre:nolino,
11 ploppo tremolo che ha foglie dal lungo peduncolo. In inglese ci
usa is atom espresslone "to be shaking like en (aspen) leaf."

16. 11 tico d'Indla, orlglnarlo dalt'Amerlca.
17. il lasso.
10. la cillegia. St ricordino tl vecchio falegname mastr'Antonio che

"per vla della punts del suo nano, che era sempre lustra e paonassa,
come una dile& matura" tuttl lo chiamavano mastro Weigle

20. Si dice "contraffar le nespole," perche not sapplam 11 proverblo:
"Col tempo e la paglia el maturan le nespole."

19. color d'arancio, ilmone, castagno, ulivo, cillegio ed aitri.
21. Si dice: "cercar le more di gennato."

III. Famous Names

Suppose we wish to introduce some famous men to the stu-
dents; why not include the following in any method you are now
employing f

Sapete cbi ',ono o chi disse?
NomIgnoll: 1. "nn tale Sandro"

2. "II matInaro dl Nista"
"II rnaggior Poeta"

Morn: 4. "Anchlo son ptttorei"
6. "Venni, vidl, vinsi."

Rime: 6. "Con Is peuna e con is Spada
Nessun val quanto Torquato."

Risposte: 1. Giusti parlando til Alessandro Mansoni.
2. Carducti parlando di Giuseppe Garibaldi.
8. Dante
4. Detto da Correggio quando vide It quadro di

S. Cecilia di Witten°.
8. Detto di Giulio Cesare.

Torquato Tease

This type of material used either for apperception, motivation,
presentation or drill will prove both en interesting and a time-
saving device. Up to now the drawback in making use of this folk.
lore material has been the fact that it has not been collected and
arranged in a way suitable to teachers. To make up for this lack,
we hope to publish from time to time in /1a/ica other useful topics.

l';LV1RA ADORN()

Jolts Adams MA ScAeot,
()gone Park, N. Y.


